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There can be fewer places more special than our school in the days leading up to Christmas—the joy, excitement and 

anticipation is infectious. So as we come to the end of another exciting and busy term, I would like to thank you all for the 

support you have given to the school during this year. Not just to your own children but also to their friends and classmates 

through your support for activities such as listening to the children read, assisting at swimming and the other numerous 

activities that you help with, we appreciate it very much. I would also like to pass on a sincere thank you for the many gifts 

and cards received by the staff—your kindness is very much appreciated.  

 

Your Kindness was also demonstrated in the collections following the wonderful KS1 Nativity and the equally wonderful KS2 

Carol Service for our Christmas charities, £428.00 was raised and will be split between Nakalybe Junior School (in Uganda) 

and Save the Children). In addition £200 was raised for Save the Children through the Christmas jumper day – Thank you. 

 

Highlights this term have included; 

 The way our lovely new pupils have settled into school so well – not just our new Reception children but children in 

other year groups as well. 

 Wear your Onsie day which raised over £400 for JDFR. 

 Winning the Inter school swimming gala – again! 

 The choir singing at the Dedication Festival at St John’s Church for the Bishop of Chichester. 

 The choir singing at both the concert in November followed by the civic carol service in December in 

Crowborough.  

 The Christmas Fair – thank you to everyone who helped prepare for the fair and gave freely of their time. 

 The Christmas Parties – being an ‘observer’ makes them wonderful!  

 The KS2 classes who have sung at various ‘homes’ over the last couple of weeks. The singing was obviously lovely 

but the way the children chatted afterwards to the residents added to making these events special to the residents 

of the homes.  

 The fantastic Year 6 guides who showed prospective new parents around articulated their pride in the school. 

 

Other highlights this term have been the way the children, in so many different ways have excelled ; demonstrating our 

core values of ‘wonder, excellence, love and forgiveness’ both in and out of the classroom the children have applied 

themselves to all that they do. Well done! 

 

Christmas Challenge: Please find attached a Christmas challenge for you to try over Christmas (no prizes just the joy of 

taking part! I will let you have the answers after the holidays). As you read the following story see if you can find at least 44 

references to chocolate, sweets or biscuits (some are old fashioned i.e. may no longer be available but were once! And 

there is an element of ‘story teller licence’ in some of the spellings!)…….the children may have a slight head start on you as 

it was I story I told in assembly recently with many of the ‘props’ available for me to eat to remind us all about the true and 

very special meaning of the Christmas season, a time when we remember that God sent His only Son, Jesus to us.  

 

On behalf of all of the staff and governors, I wish you all a very happy, peaceful and joyous Christmas and we look forward 

to seeing you all on Wednesday 4th January 2017. 

 

 

 
 

Laura Cooper        December 2016 

 

 

Reminders:  

Christmas Services at St John’s Church  

24th December at 4pm ~ Crib Service and at 11.30pm ~ Midnight Mass. For further details please check the church website 

 

The closing date for admissions to primary school for September 2017 is the 15th January 2017. Below is a link to the 

consultation on admission arrangements for 2018-19 from East Sussex County Council 

https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/educationandlearning/schools/admissions/consultations/arrangements/admissions-

arrangements-2018-19/ 

 

www.thinkuknow.co.uk is a useful website for parents to try and keep one step ahead of their children so that you can talk 

to them about online safety. 
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