
Thursday 10th March 2016 
TO:    All Parents 
 
FROM:  Clerk to the Governing Board 
 
ELECTION OF PARENT GOVERNOR 
 
Further to the recent letter asking you for nominations for Parent Governor I can inform you that 
nominations, being duly proposed and seconded, have been received for the following candidates: 
 
Mrs Elizabeth Hamilton-Brown 
 
Mr Ian Duke 
 
Mr David Shearn 
 
The Governing Board has one vacant position for a Parent Governor. I am therefore asking you to 
complete the voting form below by marking a cross (X) against the ONE name that you wish to vote for. 
Please detach the voting form and return it, marked for “Clerk to Governors”, in a sealed envelope with 
your signature (and your name printed) across the seal, to the school office, by 9.00am on Thursday 
17th March 2016. Please also include the name of your child(ren) and their class on the envelope so 
that your vote can be confirmed as valid. Every parent can vote once but each of the voting forms must 
be received in separate, signed envelopes. If you require further copies of the voting form, please 
contact the school office. 
 
The election statements, as provided by each candidate, are attached for your information.  
 
The votes will be counted at school on Thursday 17th March at 3.30pm overseen by the Headteacher 
and Chair of Governors. 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
St. John’s C.E. School, Crowborough             Parent Governor Vote 2016 
 
 

Elizabeth Hamilton-Brown   

Ian Duke     

David Shearn     
 

Please note: 
Please vote by placing a X against the candidate of your choice. Please do not record more than 1 vote.  
Please do not mark the voting form in any other way. 

            
 
 
 

                                                                                                                                                               

Headteacher:  Laura Cooper 
Deputy Headteacher:  Mark Pollard 

 

East Sussex County Council 

ST. JOHN’S C.E. (AIDED) SCHOOL 
 

School Lane  
St. John’s 

CROWBOROUGH 
East Sussex 

 TN6 1SD 
 

Tel:  01892 661189      
Fax: 01892 664421 

 

Email: office@stjohnsprimary.org 
Website: www.stjohnsprimary.org  

 



 

Election Statements as provided by the candidates: 
 
 
Elizabeth Hamilton-Brown: 
My children are in Class 4 and Reception so I have been closely involved with St John’s 
for some time. 
 
My career has been in Education and I have spent many years working in teaching 
(Secondary English); school leadership (Assistant Headteacher in a London secondary 
school) and advising on literacy and numeracy development programmes (Basic Skills 
Agency). Given my experience and the vested interest I have in wanting St John’s to be 
“Outstanding”, providing the best possible all-round education it can for my own 
children and yours. 
 
I would like to offer my time and experience to serve you and the governing body as a 
parent governor. 
 
 
Ian Duke: 
 
From the first time I stepped into St John’s I was impressed by its ethos and 
environment. This has grown in the time that Harris and Farrah, my children, have 
attended and I have seen their growth. I would love to contribute to the school and to 
help it continue to prosper. 
 
I am a Local Government Officer by trade, working with elected members and partners 
to set visions and strategies for Councils and local communities, along with developing 
programmes of activity to improve things. I believe these skills and experiences could 
be of value to the school. 
 
 
David Shearn: Father to Samuel (Yr5), Thomas (Yr4) and William (Yr2) 
 
I’d like to become a parent governor because I am already well involved in school life 
and I’d like the opportunity to help provide more support to the school and staff, as they 
work hard to give all our children a good educational start. My daughter is now in year 7 
at Beacon School and has hugely benefited from being at St John’s School. 
 
I was an Army Officer for 10 years and spent my final years training Army Cadet 
Instructors and NCO’s for Leadership and Management. I have been a company 
director since 1999, having founded two e-commerce businesses and am a contractor 
to the UK MOD. I believe that clear direction and leadership are key to a school 
governing body being effective and consequently aiding in a school’s success. I have a 
proven track record of managing teams and driving through change in some 
challenging times and believe that my experience would be of value to the Governing 
Body and the school alike. 
 
I feel passionately about primary school education. If elected, I would work with energy 
and enthusiasm to help St John’s maintain its high standards and meet future 
challenges. I believe I understand the requirements of the role, and, as I am at the 
school gates most days, I hope that I would be approachable and accessible to other 
parents. It would be a privilege to represent parents and carers in this way. 
 


