
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I can’t quite believe that it is the end of Term 1 

2013!  As usual a lot has been happening here at 

school not least the fact that all our new pupils in 

Reception class and throughout the school have 

settled in so well. 
 

Parking – The children have been 

undertaking some real problem 

solving this term by having a focus in 

their House Meetings on the 

problems with parking before and 

after school.  The House Captains have reported 

back to me that the children have come up with 

many useful suggestions on how we can make this 

time safer for everyone. Some of the more practical 

suggestions are listed below.  I say practical 

suggestions for a reason as many children were 

quite keen on fining parents who park irresponsibly 

or calling the police so that parents ‘got arrested’ – 

not the best solution but who knows? 
 

• Walk to school stickers – to encourage 

people to walk to school 

• Arranging car sharing schemes between 

parents 

• A bike rack so people could cycle to school 

• Signs and posters to say how dangerous the 

parking is 

• A cone or post in the school car park so cars 

can’t reverse into it 

• Name and shame the offenders 
 

(p.s. none of the children were particularly 

enamoured with my suggestion of having different 

start and finish times for different classes) 
 

Some of these suggestions we can put into practice 

after half term but obviously the solution lies in your 

hands – if you have got any more ideas to improve 

the safety around school at these times please let 

me know. 
 

PTA – Quiz Night 

Thank you to the PTA for organising 

this event and all the parents who 

came to the Quiz Night it was a 

brilliant evening – even though the 

team I was on didn’t win! 
 

Tyre Park – hopefully you will have seen the Tyre 

Park development …. special thanks to the parents 

who braved the weather so that the ‘hut’ could be  

demolished.  This is the start of the programme of 

updating the outdoor areas for the children and is 

being funded by the PTA. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Christmas Fair – just a reminder that the Christmas 

Fair will be held on Saturday 30th November from 

11am until 2pm. 
 

Bags2School – thank you to everyone who 

contributed to the Bags2school collection last 

week. 
 

Cross country – Well done to all the children who 

took part.  We will know the results at the beginning 

of next term. 
 

Parental Survey 

We have begun a programme of academic and 

pastoral surveys of pupils at St John’s.  This enables 

us to evaluate what we are doing well and what 

we might do better in all aspects of school life.  The 

academic surveys are followed up with one-to-one 

discussions with a number of pupils in order to 

understand further some of the comments that 

were made.  Another aspect is that of soliciting the 

opinions of parents, hence this note. 
 

We would be extremely grateful if you could 

complete the parental survey on the Ofsted 

website.  Your feedback on these questions would 

be most appreciated and will receive detailed 

consideration. 
 

Thank you in advance for your help in completing 
the survey. 
 

Challenge 2013 – details of the challenge can be 

found on the website – this is a great opportunity to 

have a bit of extra – curricular fun.  
 

We will also be running a 

‘Nativity in a shoe box’ 

competition in the lead up to 

Christmas. The idea is that the 

children make a nativity scene 

in a shoe box (or similar sized 

box) so start collecting shoe 

boxes and other bits and pieces 

so that we can display the children’s effort from 

Monday 2nd December. 
 

Mrs Wales 

I am delighted to be able to tell you that Mrs Wales 

gave birth to a beautiful baby girl called Isabella 

Sophie on Tuesday! 
 

I will send out a list of dates for your diary at the 

beginning of next term. Enjoy your half term break 

and see you all for the start of Term 2 on Monday 4th 

November. 
 

Laura Cooper 


