
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I have never believed that the whole of our 
children's primary school career should hang on the 
results of one week of intensive testing. This is 
especially so since the testing process over the 
years has proved to be flawed and unreliable.  
 
We assess the children's performance using the 
judgments that we have made drawing on evidence 
from a wide range of the children's work. We also 
undertake some testing in order to help inform 
those teacher assessments.  I believe that this is a 
much better way of making these important 
judgements.  It is not an easy option for the 
children, they know that they have to work 
consistently in order to demonstrate that they are 
able to perform at a particular level on a regular 
basis.  Pupils from years 2 - 6 have all been 
assessed using standard assessment tasks with 
Year 6 test papers being sent off to be marked 
externally.  Only parents in Year 6 will receive a 
‘test’ result for their child all children in other year 
groups will receive a teacher assessment level via 
the end of year reports next term.  
 
I know some parents in Year 2 have been 
concerned that their children were undertaking 
SAT’s over the last few days ‘without them 
knowing’.  I apologise that we omitted to send a 
letter out explaining that the ‘Standard assessment 
tasks’ in year 2 have changed over the last few 
years and are based purely on teacher assessment 
with no separate reporting of task results i.e. end of 
Key Stage 1 levels are teacher assessment only. 
This is what the future of assessment should look 
like and I'm glad that we have been given the 
opportunity to show that an excellent and fairer 
system can be offered to you as parents and to our 
children than the current system in Year 6.  
 
Please rest assured that St John’s remains a place 
where rigorous teaching and traditional values – 
including - courtesies and healthy competition, are 
allowed to flourish because we believe this helps 
the children to enjoy school and do their best 
(whatever the latest advice on care or educational 
models may be!).  Examine your son or daughter 
when they reach 30 rather than 7 or 11 to see if we 
(school and home) have been successful. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Unbelievable but true!!! 
 
– some people do not read the 
newsletters –  shame on you! -  
they are usually filled with gems of 
information (such as the piece you 
have just read on assessment), records of 
achievements, competitions etc as well as dates for 
diaries.  
 
Building Works – hopefully 
you are aware of what we are 
trying to achieve with our 
buildings project and a huge 
thank you to the many parents 
who have already donated towards the project – 
just for those parents who may have mislaid the 
forms please pop into the office to get copies. 
 
Sporting Achievements – we have 
become the Sussex Primary Schools 
Swimming Champions – which is a 
fantastic achievement. 
This follows on from Success at various 
other galas including winning the 
Crowborough Gala, then the Wealden Gala and 
finally the Sussex event. 
 
We are also the Crowborough and Wealden 
Schools Rugby Champions U11- with the U9’s  
being the runners up in their division, and the 
Crowborough Schools Tennis Champions U9. For 
both the Tennis and Rugby we went forward into 
further qualifying rounds and narrowly missed 
places in the regional qualifiers. Particular mention 
here should go to the Rugby team who went to 
Horsham on Wednesday – in place of the Year 6 
team who were in France and managed to get a 
creditable 10th in the Sussex schools final. Well 
done to a large number of Year 5 pupils who took 
part in the first Triathlon we have entered – you are 
made of stern stuff! 
 
Can’t wait for the cricket, athletics and rounders 
competitions and of course Sports day when you 
can see for yourself how brilliant the children are - 
hopefully you will also be able to demonstrate your 
skills in the parents races! 
 
 
 



 
Music Celebration – We would like 
to invite you to a summer concert 
on Friday 9th July at 2pm – more 
details will be sent nearer the time! 
 
 
 

 Despite the influence of Jamie Oliver 
et al we shall be saying goodbye to 
our cooks, Sue and Ann, this week 
who have worked at the school for 28 

and 40 years respectively! We will all 
miss them and wish them many happy 

hours cooking the food they want, rather than what 
they are told to cook!   
 
We always seem to have a vacancy for a Midday 
Lunch Supervisor so please if you know of anyone 
who may be interested please call into the school 
office for further details 
 
 
 France 2010 - Hopefully you 
have been able to follow the 
children on their French trip via 
the link on the website – if not 
catch up with what’s been 
happening by clicking on the 
France 2010 picture.  
 
Lost Property – You probably noticed the 
‘beautiful display’ of UNNAMED school uniform 
outside the office – items with a logo have been 
sent to the second hand uniform shop all other 
items will be recycled during half term. Please 
ensure that your child’s clothes are named and if 
your child arrives home with someone else’s 
uniform please return it to school. Thank you! 
 
School Vouchers – please have a last check for 
any more schools vouchers so that we can place  
orders for ‘goods’ – the closing date is in early 
June. 
 
 
Competition – spelling tests for parents – 
 just to see how it feels…. 
 
You have to learn these words for a 
spelling test – the catch is you also have to 
work out which ones are spelt correctly in 
the first instance ….. 
 
embarrass, liquefy, siege, battalion, rarefy, seize, 
shriek, acquiesce, wield, kimono, benefited, 
ukulele, gauge, hypocrisy, controversy, broccoli, 
mischievous, accommodate, sacrilegious, parallel, 
accidentally, atlases, innovate, assassin, paraffin, 
ecstasy, wheather, lovable, desiccate, liaison, 

consensus, supersede, boundary, naphtha, 
focusing  and moccasin. 
 
Over half term ask your child to test you – if they 
like they can bring your ‘result’ into school! 
 
If the above is too easy – or hard – try and work out 
what this text message may be…. 
 
IVKTDUSMLUVLISOX 
 
….(bet you are glad you read the news letter now!) 
 
And for the children – invent a new game this 
holiday, practice it, work out the rules and tell your 
teacher about it when we come back to school! 
 
All the children like getting ticks but not the sort 
of ‘ticks’ I have been told that they can get 
from enjoying the great outdoors. There 
are some particularly nasty insect bites 
the children can get, causing rashes 
and infections which can only be 
treated by anti-biotics.    
 
 
Difficult to decide on whether or not 
we have had our taste of summer, 
but please remember if it is going 
to be hot to cover your child with 
suncream before they come to 
school and ensure they have a hat 
and some water. 
 
Dates for your diary  
Friday 11th June 12.45pm – Sports Day 
Saturday 19th June – Summer Fair 
Saturday 10th July – ‘Crowborough 
Active Day’ 
Camp  16th - 18th July 
INSET Monday 19th July 
Wednesday 21st July – Open evening and BBQ  
DON’T FORGET AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS END ON 
FRIDAY 2

ND
 JULY. 

 
There will obviously be other dates and events to let you know 
about but some of these will be for groups or individual classes 
so letters will be sent at different times. 

 
Have a lovely Half term holiday – see you all on 
Monday 7th June for the start of term 6.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Laura Cooper    May 2010 


